September 5, 2020

Please find attached our quotation for the supply of Class I medical device face masks. These masks are
imported into Canada under our MDEL License #13939. They are manufactured by Xiantao Deming
Healthcare Products Co. Ltd., one of CDC’s recognized manufacturers.
The masks we are quoting have a certified Bacterial Filtration Efficiency (BFE) rating of greater than 98%
and are designed as a respiratory protective device to reduce the risk of or prevent the user from
contracting COVID-19. They are certified to the EN14683, Type II standard and are a regulated Class I
medical device by Health Canada.
The masks we are quoting are not to be confused with, or compared to, the flood of non-medical masks
now in the market which are not regulated, not tested, and are intended to protect the user from visible
pollutants such as pollen, diesel fumes and dust. Some of these non-medical masks are manufactured to
the standard GB/T32610-2016, or PM2.5. This standard pertains to visible pollutants such as dust, pollen
and diesel fumes, not bacterial protection. Some carry an FDA logo referencing the fact they are
compliant with GB/T32610-2016 or PM2.5.
It is our position, that while we have access to non-medical masks, we are not currently offering them
for distribution to our customers as they provide inadequate bacterial or viral protection for people that
must be in close proximity to others. It is our position that in some cases, NO mask is possibly better
than a blue pleated non-medical mask. Our logic is, if no mask is being worn, then there is no false sense
of protection for people who may be near each other. When people see a person with no mask, they
now know to practice physical distancing. We feel the ‘appearance’ of bacterial transmission protection
offered by a blue pleated non-medical mask could be misleading and potentially problematic.
“Flame” tests and many other internet “tests” now circulating, do not address the most important issue
of bacterial protection, the BFE rating. The only meaningful mask testing for the protection of COVID-19
is the BFE test. BFE testing must be performed in accredited testing laboratories.
For filtration perspective, it is known that the Coronavirus is between 0.05 and 0.2 microns in size.
Pollen and diesel exhaust particles range in size from 18 to 38 microns. Non-medical masks will not
effectively stop the inhalation or exhalation of the COVID-19 virus.
We are taking some guidance from recent healthcare policies surrounding mask types. Many institutions
are beginning to mandate medical face coverings be used in settings where higher risk people are
located, or when physical distancing is not possible.
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We are quoting EN14683
Type II protection, which is
a regulated Class I medical
device by Health Canada.

COVID-19 Virion

A PM2.5 or GB/T32610-2016 Mask
may be effective against COVID-19 if
a COVID-19 virion was attached to a
larger particle.
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